THE     MEDICI

which was like a moving pageant. We hear of gaily-dressed
nymphs who issued from glittering rocks by the wayside, of
shepherds who suddenly appeared and recited long Latin
poems, and of various other diversions to beguile the tedium
of the march. At Bar-le-Duc there took place the baptism of
the Queen's grandchild, Christine of Lorraine, the child of
Catherine's daughter Claude. And at Macon Catherine was
called upon to settle a fierce sectarian quarrel over the knotty
point of whether in processions the children of Protestant
parents could be permitted to walk side by side with these of
Roman Catholic parents. Though the fires of civil war had
been quenched, the ashes still smouldered, and while at
Roussillon Catherine found it necessary to issue a further
Edict calling upon each of the two parties to respect the re-
ligion of the other.

The court reached Bayonne in June 1565, where Catherine
had arranged that her daughter, Elizabeth of Spain, was to
meet them. There followed three weeks of balls, tournaments,
and other festivities to celebrate this happy meeting. Eliza-
beth was accompanied by the Duke of Alva (afterwards of
such evil memory in the Netherlands), who had come to
Bayonne with a fixed programme, carefully settled beforehand
with his master, Philip II, in accordance with which he in-
tended to extort from Catherine agreement to three main
conditions, the exclusion of all Protestants from holding any
public office, the prohibition of Protestant services, and the
expulsion from France of all Protestant ministers. And the
Protestant writers have always maintained that at this meet-
ing Catherine, with the utmost duplicity, made a secret com-
pact with Alva for the extermination of Protestantism in
France; 4S and that the massacre which occurred seven years
later in Paris was the result of this meeting between the Queen
Mother and Alva But here we have a notable instance of how
modern research overthrows long-established errors due to
reliance upon the perfectly unscrupulous partisan writers of
that epoch. For the above theory in connection with this